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MAJOR JOHN HLA SHEIN 

Statement by Member for Pilbara 

MR S.J. PRICE (Forrestfield) [12.55 pm]: I rise to acknowledge my constituent Major John Hla Shein, who 
turned 100 years of age last Saturday. A native Karen, John was born on 12 August 1917 in the Irrawaddy Delta, 
Burma.  

In 1938, Jemadar Hla Shein was enlisted into the British Indian Army in Burma and was posted to the Burma Rifles 
regiment based in Mingaladon on the outskirts of Rangoon. In 1942, as the Japanese advanced, he was part of the 
general retreat from Burma into India. In 1944, John served in the second Wingate expedition, during which he 
commanded the Karen section of the reconnaissance troop in his Chindit column. During the war, on one occasion, 
with his British officer being wounded, John took command of the whole troop, including 30 British and led them 
for the rest of the campaign. John distinguished himself, especially during the fierce fighting at Henu Chaung on 
18 April 1944 when the British and Karen alike were inspired afresh by his dauntless display of fearlessness. On 
28 May 1944, Lieutenant Colonel Cumberledge recommended John for the Military Cross—a medal that was later 
awarded to him for courageous work as a scout with the British Army during the Wingate campaigns. It was after 
the war that John was promoted to the rank of major in the newly formed Burmese Army; however, his British 
connections led to his arrest and imprisonment by the ruling junta and he was sent to a re-education camp for three 
years. John was dismissed from the Burma Army without honour in the 1950s on the accusation of being 
pro-British.  

On 30 March 1948, John married Lilian, and together they had two children. In 1972, John emigrated from Burma 
to Australia.  

I commend Major John Hla Shein on his tremendous courage and for the sacrifices he made as he fought for the 
freedom of his country, and I send my best wishes on his 100th birthday.  
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